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Africa’s 
‘Big 
Mar era 
may be 
ending 


Zimbabwe leader’s fall 
holds warnings for 
other autocrats. 


By ANN M. SIMMONS 
AND LAURA KING 


The collapse of Africa’s 
colonial order set in motion 
the almost Shakespearean 
trajectory of Zimbabwe's 
Robert Mugabe: from fiery 
liberation hero to avaricious 
dictator to seeming victim, 
in frail old age, of his own 
misrule. 

Now, as his 37-year stint 
in power appears to be draw- 
ing to a close, his downfall 
holds portents for leaders 
across Africa. 

At 93, Mugabe is the last 
of his generation of African 
heads of state. He spent a 
decade in jail during the co- 
lonial era, when the country 
was known as Southern 
Rhodesia, and took power at 
independence in 1980 after a 
long bush war. 

He became a template for 
the continent’s so-called Big 
Men, who often behaved no 
better than their colonial 
predecessors, ruling as au- 
thoritarians and amassing 
vast riches at the expense of 
their citizens. 

The next generation of 
leaders has often seemed lit- 

[See Africa, A4] 


Pressing an exit 


Zimbabwe’s military 
seeks a dignified but 
swift departure for Pres- 
ident Mugabe. WORLD, A3 
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IRFAN KHAN Los Angeles Times 


LUIS HERNANDEZ, left, and Araceli Cortez place flowers at a memorial for Hernandez’s younger siblings, 
who were killed when an L.A. County sheriff’s vehicle careened onto a sidewalk after a crash in Boyle Heights. 


‘We all started screaming’ 


Crash involving sheriff’s SUV that killed 2 boys 
has some asking if the deputies acted recklessly 


By RUBEN VIVES, 
JAMES QUEALLY 
AND SONALI KOHLI 


Dropping to a knee, Luis 
Hernandez lighted a small 
white candle and placed it 
beside a bed of flowers near 
the intersection where his 
little brothers’ lives ended 
the night before. 

“I got the call and I didn’t 
believe it,” he said, wiping 
away tears Friday morning. 
“Tjust didn’t believe it.” 

Hernandez’s younger 
siblings, 7-year-old Jose Luis 
and 9-year-old Marcos, were 
walking home from school 
with their mother Thursday 
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A VIDEO obtained by The Times from a liquor store 
shows the moments after the SUV hit the sidewalk. 


MARCO UGARTE Associated Press 


AN NFL exhibit in Mexico City promotes Sunday’s game at Azteca Stadium. 


In Mexico, fútbol 
makes way for football 


sponsored by the NFL. The aimis to create 
more football fans in Mexico — one of the 


By KATE LINTHICUM 


MEXICO CITY — The quarterback 
spied an open player in the end zone and 
hurled the ball downfield. Touchdown. 

Or, as they shout here in Mexico: 


Gooooooooal! 


At this stadium on the northern edge of 
Mexico City and others like it across the 
country, the National Football League is 


waging a war on soccer. 


Every weekend, thousands of young 
people converge on soccer fields converted 
to gridirons to play in a flag football league 


league’s fastest growing international mar- 
kets — and to start them young. 

For a long time, the most popular kind 
of pigskin in Mexico was chicharon, pieces 


of deep-fried pork rind. But American foot- 


ballis rapidly growing in popularity thanks 
to the aggressive push by the NFL. 
The league has struck new deals with 


top Mexican brands and has joined with 


cable providers to give viewers access to 
nine games each weekend. Retired and 
current NFL players fly 


[See NFL, A7] 


night when a Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment sport-utility vehicle 
that had been involved in a 
crash careened onto the 
sidewalk, slamming into all 
three. 

Jose Luis was pro- 
nounced dead at the scene, 
relatives said. Marcos died 
at a hospital a short time lat- 
er. 

The gruesome crash, 
which injured atotalofseven 
people in Boyle Heights 
about 7:30 p.m., left the com- 
munity in a mix of shock and 
anger, as some questioned 
whether the deputies acted 
recklessly before their 

[See Crash, A10] 


Investigation of 
wine country fires 
may take months 


The number of blazes 
complicates the hunt 
for what caused them. 


By SONALI KOHLI 


More than two dozen in- 
vestigators have spent 
weeks scouring wine coun- 
try trying to solve the mys- 
tery at the heart of the most 
destructive wildfires in Cali- 
fornia history: What caused 
the infernos that killed 43 
people and destroyed more 
than 8,000 buildings? 

The answers will have 
wide-ranging ramifications 
for the region, which faces 
staggering losses and a chal- 
lenging rebuilding effort. 

Losses from insured 
properties alone are ex- 
pected to far exceed $1 bil- 
lion, and the total bill for the 
fires will be still higher. Just 
fighting the fires cost 
$189 million, according to 
the California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protec- 
tion. 

Cal Fire is likely to take 
months to determine what 
caused the blazes. But in 
wine country, there is al- 
ready one prime suspect: 
utility giant Pacific Gas & 


Electric. 

The deep-pocketed com- 
pany is already the target of 
numerous lawsuits from 
homeowners and others 
claiming that it did not prop- 
erly maintain power lines 
and trim the vegetation 
around them. They hypoth- 
esize that heavy winds the 
night the firestorm started, 
Oct. 8, downed power lines, 

[See Fires, A9] 
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[rump’s 
Franken 
remark 
anew 
gamble 


He targets senator 
over groping charge, 
but stays mum on Roy 
Moore. As ever, it’s a 
political calculation. 


By NOAH BIERMAN 
AND CATHLEEN DECKER 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump has steadfastly 
refused to answer questions 
about Roy Moore, the Re- 
publican Senate candidate 
in Alabama accused of mo- 
lesting a teenage girl and 
making advances on others 
decades ago. Yet mere hours 
after a radio broadcaster ac- 
cused Minnesota Sen. Al 
Franken, a Democrat, of 
groping her during a 2006 
USO tour, Trump targeted 
him with a pair of damning 
tweets. 

The president was taking 
a gamble, as he often does, 
reflecting the lesson he 
learned last November: He 
can write his own political 
rules. 

Trump withstood multi- 
ple sexual harassment alle- 
gations and the release of 
the vulgar “Access Holly- 
wood” recording to win elec- 
tion. Now he is betting that 
in this highly partisan envi- 
ronment, he is free to weigh 
inon controversies involving 
other men — particularly if 
theyre Democrats like 
Franken and the now-de- 
posed movie producer Har- 
vey Weinstein, the party 
donor whose actions 
spurred the national discus- 
sion of sexual harassment. 

Trump’s reactions fit 
within his broader political 
instincts: stay on the attack, 
always, even in cases where 
heis vulnerable himself. 

They also serve a distinct 
political purpose: expand- 
ing the focus from alleged 
sexual actions by a Republi- 
can candidate to Democrats 
as well, effectively making 
the topic of sexual harass- 
ment a bipartisan liability. 

When the “Access Holly- 
wood” recording was re- 
leased a month before the 
election, and Trump was 
heard bragging that he 
could kiss women and grab 
their genitals against their 
will, many Republicans 


abandoned him and urged 
contrition. 

Trump went ontelevision 
and flatly read an apology 
for his words, then zealously 
shifted into offense. At the 

[See Trump, A8] 


ANTHONY RUSSO For The Times 


THE JOYS OF GRATITUDE 
SATURDAY 


Weather 
Mostly sunny. 
L.A. Basin: 77/54. B6 
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